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In the Specification: 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 144^1ine^of the specification with the 
following rewritten paragraph: 



-^In other ] 




Cerred embodiments, the nucleic acid fragment comprise the consensus 

ANNNNNNNN (SEQ ID NO: 1) or NNNNCNNNNNNU 
384) and wherein the sequence has a first double stranded 



sequence NNNNCI 
NN ANNNNNNNN (SEQ 
region, an internal loop region, a secb^d double stranded region and an end loop region. In other 



preferred embodiments, an in silico representation of a nucleic acidfragment that is conserved 



across at least two species comprises the consen&us sequence NNNNCNNNNNNU ^ 
NNNNNN orJ^^ other preferred embodiments, a 

purified and isolated riucleic'acid" fragment that is conserw^across^aUeast.two species" ^ 
comprises the sequence NNNNCNNNNNNNUNNAN^ NNNNCNNNNNNUNN 
ANNNNNNNN. In other preferred embodiments, a purified and i^latedl^ 
comprises the human sequence (SEQ ID NO:2) UUUACAACAUAAUCt^GUUUACAGAAA 
AAUC. In other preferred embodiments, an in silico representation of a nucleibsacid fragment 
comprises the human sequence UUUACAACAUAAUCUAGUUUACAGAAAAAJ 




Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 1(5, line 19 of the specification with the 
following rewritten paragraph: 

-Jin other preferred embodiments, the nucleic acid comprises the consensus sequence 



NNNNANAUGGGNNNUC (SEQ ID 

3), NNNNANAUGGGNNNUCACAI^ACUGUGUUCCUAU^ (SEQ 
ID NO:385), NNNNANAUGGGNNNUCACAWUACUGUGUUCCUAUGGAAACUNUUN 
(SEQ ID NO:386), NNNNANAUGGGNNNUCACA^MUACUGUGUUCCUAUGGAAACUUUN 
(SEQ ID NO:387), NNNNANAUGGGNNNUCACANNUANCUGUGUUCCUAUGGAAACW 
UUN (SEQ ID NO:388), NNNNANAUGGGNNNUCACANNbANCUGUGUUCCUAUGGAAA 
CUUUN (SEQ ID NO:389), NNNNANAUGGGNNUCACANNUA^CUGUGUUCCUAUGGAAA 
CUNNUUN (SEQ ID NO:390), NNNNANAUGGGNNUCACANNUACt5GUGUUCCUAUGGAA 
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ACUNNUUN (SEQ fB NO:391), NNNNANAUGGGNNUCACANNUACUGUGUUCCUAUGGA 
AACUNUUN (SEQ IdW):392), NNNNANAUGGGNNUCACANNUACUGUGUUCCUAUGG 
AAACUUUN (SEQ ID N0393), NNNNANAUGGGNNUCACANNUANCUGUGUUCCUAUG 
GAAACUNUUN (SEQ ID NCK394), NNNNANAUGGGNNUCACANNUANCUGUGUUCCUAU 
GGAAACUUUN (SEQ ID NO:395), NNNNANAUGGGNUCACANNUANCUGUGUUCCUAU 
GGAAACUNNUUN (SEQ ID N0396), NNNNANAUGGGNUCACANNUACUGUGUUCCUA 
UGGAAACUNNUUN (SEQ ID NOJSH), NNNNANAUGGGNUCACANNUACUGUGUUCCU 
AUGGAAACUNUUN (SEQ ID NO:398^NNNNANAUGGGNUCACANNUACUGUGUUCCU 
AUGG AAACUUUN (SEQ ID NO:399), NNJSINANAUGGGNUCACANNUANCUGUGUUCCU 
AUGGAAACUNUUN (SEQ ID NO:400), NNNNANAUGGGNUCACANNUANCUGUGUUCC 

ANAUGGGUCACANNUANCUGUGUUCCU 
ANAUGGGUCACANNUACUGUGUUCCU 
AUGGGUCACANNUACUGUGUUCCU 
AUGGAAACUNUUN (SEQ ID NO:404), NNNNAN^UGGGUCACANNUACUGUGUUCCUA 
UGGAAACUUUN (SEQ ID NO:405), NNNNANAUGGQUCACANNUANCUGUGUUCCUAUG 
GAAACUNUUN (SEQ ID NO:406), orNNNNANAUGGXjUCACANNUANCUGUGUUCCUA 
UGGAAACUUUN (SEQ ID NO:407) and having a first doublte stranded region, a first internal loop 
region, a second double stranded region, a second internal loop region, a third double stranded region 
and an end loop region. In other preferred embodiments, a punfied and isolated nucleic acid 
fragment comprises the human sequence (SEQ ID NO:4) UAGGAUATJGGGUCACACUUAUCUG 
UGUUCCUAUGGAAACUAUUUG. In other preferred embodiments, a purified and isolated 
nucleic acid fragment comprises the mouse sequence (SEQ ID NO:5) UAGGAGAUGGGGGUC 
ACACUUACUGUGUUCCUAUGGAAACUUUG. In other preferred enlbodiments, a purified and 
isolated nucleic acid fragment comprises the rat sequence (SEQ ID NO:6) UAGGAGAUGGGGGG 
UCACACUUACUGUGUUCCUAUGAAACUUUUG, 



UAUGGAAACUUUN (SEQ ID NO:401), 
AUGGAAACUNNUUN (SEQ ID NO:402} 
AUGGAAACUNNUUN (SEQ ID NO:403), : 



Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 14fC hW26 of the specification with the 
following rewritten paragraph: 
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Jin other preferred embodiments, a nucleic acid comprises the consensus sequence AUG 



GGNNNUCACANNUANCUGUGtSUCCUAU (SEQ ID NO:7), AUGGGNNNUCACANNUA 
CUGUGUUCCUAU (SEQ ID NO:408)^AUGGGNNUCACANNUANCUGUGUUCCUAU 
(SEQ ID NO:409), AUGGGNNUCACANN1JACUGUGUUCCUAU (SEQ ID NO:410), AUGG 
GNUCACANNUANCUGUGUUCCUAU (SEQ ID NO:41 1), AUGGGNUCACANNUACUGU 
GUUCCUAU (SEQ ID NO:412), AUGGGUCAGANNUANCUGUGUUCCUAU (SEQ ID 
NO:413), or AUGGGUCACAhnWACUGUGUUOSIJAU (SEQ ID NO:414) and having a first 
double stranded region, an internal loop region, a second double stranded region and an end loop 
region. A purified and isolated nucleic acid fragment comprising the human sequence (SEQ ID 
NO:8) AUGGGUCACACUUAUCUGUGUUCCUAU. In other preferred embodiments, a 
purified and isolated nucleic acid fragment comprising the mouse\sequence (SEQ ID NO:9) 
AUGGGGGUCACACUUACUGUGUUCCUAU. In other preferred^embodiments, a purified 
and isolated nucleic acid fragment comprising the rat sequence (SEQ ID\£JO:10) AUGGGGGGU 



CACACUUACUGUGUUCCUAU.r 



Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 151, line 16 of the specification with the 
following rewritten paragraph: 

-Jin other preferred embodiments, a nucleic acid comprising the consensus sequence 

NNUNNNNNNNGAUC^fcJ^NNGAUNC (SEQ ID NO:20), 

GAUCNUISINM^ (SEQ ID NO:415), 

or NNUNNNNNNNGAUCN^ (SEQ ID NO:416) 

and having a first double stranded region, a^first internal loop region, a second double stranded 
region, and a first end loop region, a third double stranded region, and a second end loop region. In 
other preferred embodiments, a purified and isolated nucleic acid fragment comprising the human 
sequence (SEQ ID NO:21) UAUAAAUAUGGAUCUUUUA^GAUUCUUUUUGUAAGCCCUAG 
GGGC. In other preferred embodiments, a purified and isolated nucleic acid fragment comprising 
the mouse sequence (SEQ ID NO:22) GAUAAAUAUGGAUCUUUAAAGAUUCUUUUUGUA 




4 



